
I originally sent this devotional almost a year ago. I have noticed this week that the 

banners I mention below have been hung up again this year, so I am sharing this with 

you once again. 

 

Church Family, 

 

I don’t know if you’ve seen them, but on the Smithville exit on Route 35 someone has 

hung up banners with messages such as “Don’t Give Up” and “You Are Not Alone.” I'm 

not sure what led them to hang up the banners, but I do think it's a timely message. 

 

I recently read that there has been a significant increase in suicides among young 

people in the past decade. In fact, it's now the second-leading cause of death for 

people ages 10-24. It's not just a problem for the young, however, as the suicide rate 

has risen among the middle-aged as well. And the older adult population-- 65 and 

over-- is actually at the greatest risk. 

 

There are many people around us that feel lonely, isolated, and alone. Many people 

who are fighting battles we don't even know about, even if they put on a happy face. 

For we Christians, part of our work is to be people who are present with others in their 

suffering. For we serve a savior who took upon himself our pain and suffering. 

 

As Dietrich Bonhoeffer says, "Mere waiting and looking on is not Christian behavior. 

The Christian is called to sympathy and action, not in the first place by his own 

sufferings, but by the sufferings of his brethren, for whose sake Christ suffered.” 

 

Our charge as Christians is to be agents of God's grace in our interactions and 

dealings with others, especially those who might feel invisible or alone. We are called 

to lift up and encourage others, to even "bear one another's burdens" (Galatians 6:2). 

Indeed in doing this, it even says we fulfill the law of Christ!  

 

Whatever you do, don't forget to look out for those who may be alone or feeling 

forgotten-- or even those who simply need you to say a word of encouragement to 

them. We don't even have to hang a banner to do that. 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Jordan 


